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CAMPAIGN Wykefest 2011
REAL ALE Issue

Welcome to the fifth issue of the
Giant Dongle. At the time of writing
arrangements for the third annual
Wykefest are almost complete. As usual
all profits will go to Julia's House
Children's Hospice, of which more inside.

22nd & 23rd July 201 |

Mandeville Road, Wyke Regls, Weymouth

Our next issue is planned for September
in the run up to Weymouth Octoberfest
2011.

Straws in the Wind

The Ferrybridge Inn to be demolished?
Plans have been unveiled to redevelop
this site with a restaurant, flats and
houses. However, the current tenants,
who run the pub in conjunction with diving
school Fathom & Blues, claim to have a
lease which could take them through to
2015 and have launched a programme of
events for this summer - see
www.ferrybridgeinn.co.uk.

Both Palmers and Hall & Woodhouse
have won major beer competition awards
- more inside

We understand that the European Inn at
Piddletrenthide has closed - future
unknown, and that both the Elm Tree at
Langton Herring and the Lugger at
Chickerell have changed hands.

There is evidence of continuing work at
Weymouth's Giant Pot together with a
sign which claims “Opening Soon".

We hear that Art Brew of Chideock will
be supplying beer to this year's Great
British Beer Festival.

No You are Not Seeing Things
Thanks to the support of our advertisers,
this page is in colour!
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June Branch Meeting — New Inn and Corner House, Portland

About 15 of us assembled at Easton’s New Inn. The first item on the unofficial agenda was
getting the beer in. Unfortunately the Yeovil Stargazer had run out, but we still had a choice of
Theakstons XB and Stonehenge Heel Stone. | went for the latter, liked it and stayed with it for
the session, but was told that the Theakstons was also excellent.

Landlord Spencer gives a 10p discount on Real Ales for card carrying CAMRA members and
also provided the meeting with a generous cheeseboard with biscuits and pickles. This got the
proceedings off to a great start.

Although his pub was busy with locals and sailing teams from the Skandia World series,
Spencer took time to join the meeting, which was conducted in the usual informal way, a mix of
serious discussion and banter with no punches (metaphorical) pulled or (physical) thrown .It
was marginally delayed by the arrival of some of our number, who had already visited the
Clifton.

The branch stilage had been on loan to a number of pubs for their own beer festivals over
recent weeks (all part of the CAMRA service) and had eventually found its way home, although
a small number of taps had gone missing (at £15 a pop, this is a cause for a little concern).
The meeting was pleased to hear of the success of both Palmers and Hall & Woodhouse in
recent competitions, of which more elsewhere. Andy complained that we were not providing
enough beer scores and pointed out that several formerly GBG listed pubs had not received
any scores at all during the current year. Chairman Dave reported that he would collect the
reprint of the West Dorset Pub Guide from Sherrens on 10 June — see advert for details.

The official agenda completed, the branch thanked Spencer and decamped to the
Cornerhouse a couple of hundred yards down the road. Here | drank Adnams Best also in
fine condition. There were two other ales on the bar, but | forget exactly what. It had been
some years since | last visited the Corner House and had forgotten the secluded courtyard
garden - just the place for a sunny afternoon out of the wind although empty at 10pm.

After some wide ranging discussion (and/or drivel) | scrounged a lift with Treasurer Alastair,
who had been stoutly holding a fruit juice, to the Royal Portland Arms. Here landlady Jill, a
longstanding CAMRA member who had, of course, been at the meeting, served St Peters
(Suffolk) Ruby Red (Silver Medal in the 2010 International Beer Challenge) on gravity. This
was the best beer of the evening, probably.

Back to Wyke Regis and Alastair dropped me a few yards from the Ferrybridge. The lights
were on and there was somebody (in fact several somebodies) at home, so | joined them. A
pint of Tom Browns - unusual to see this outside Dorchester — went down well, before | strolled
home. A pleasant evening for a Wednesday.

Details of upcoming branch meetings are shown in the “Branch Diary" section of the Giant
Dongle” and for the full year on our website — see Branch diary for address.
All members are very welcome.

5p per Pint Not the price of beer unfortunately, but the donation Palmers Brewery
makes to the Air Ambulance for each pint of Palmers 200 sold. This amounts to over £6,000 in
the last year and over £20,000 since the donations started. Not everybody in CAMRA loves
everything about Palmers, but you can not fault its support for a life saving service.
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Well Worth a Visit

Our Number 1 recommendation

j | Beer Festival
has just got to be Wykefest! Friday 22 July from 5pm to 11pm &

Saturday 23 July 11am to 11pm
Over 50 beers plus ciders & Perries
Live music both evenings

Food Festival
Saturday 23 July from 11am to 5pm
Demonstrations by local chefs
30+ Food & Craft stalls
Children's entertainment
Jazz band
Hot food available
Keep the family happy while you enjoy the
beer!

Free Bus
From Weymouth Town Centre 6pm —
11pm Friday & 10.30am to 11pm Saturday

Service with a Smile
(Wykefest 2010)

Go to www.wykefest.co.uk for more information

Trading Standards

If you have a dispute with a pub, such as it failing to serve full measures or not displaying price
lists, beer strengths or business names, and you are unable to resolve this informally on the
spot, CAMRA encourages you to contact Trading Standards.

For details of services offered by local Trading Standards Officers in Dorset see
www.dorsetforyou.comitradingstandards .You can email Trading Standards at:
tradingstandards@dorsetcc.gov.uk or call 01305 224012 (Fax: 01305 224297).

Alternatively you can call Consumer Direct on 08454 040506.

CAMRA National Executive (NE) Forced into Subs Rethink

For some considerable time the NE has been trying to appropriate the power to set CAMRA
subscription rates from the AGM. In a demonstration of democracy in action the membership
threw out a Special resolution, which would have passed this power to the NE, by a margin of
5to 1.

Whether this decision was right or wrong, it will remind the NE that it serves the membership
and not the other way round.

CAMRA is The Campaign for Real Ale 3
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Beer, Beer and yet more Beer Festivals
By Rich Gabe

I don't know about you but | really love beer festivals, especially if the weather is good and the
sun is out. In fact of late | seem to be finding myself in the vicinity of several in a relatively short
period of time. The first one was our West Dorset annual pilgrimage to the South Devon town
of Newton Abbot, to Tuckers Maltings on Saturday April 16th. This festival is run and
organised by SIBA (Society of Independent Brewers) with the help of CAMRA branches. It is a
show case for all of the SIBA brewers in the South West; 76 breweries and a total of 270 beers
- s0 not much to choose from!

On the way down | did my usual raffle, which gets better every year with even more prizes all
donated by breweries and local business'. Thank you if you provided me with a prize, and
thanks to everyone who took part. Between us all we raised £145.00 for CAMRA funds.

This year we took a Double Decker bus down, which shows how popular this event has
become. However by Telegraph hill on the outward journey the bus was ailing and on arrival at
Newton Abbot was declared a failure. To be fair in Maltings tradition, we usually break down on
the way home in Bridport . After a bit of fathing around Barry’s dispatched two buses' to rescue
us and the raffle took place in a car park in Bridport.

Various beers were downed that day, but one bonus of the Maltings is that it is in part a
competition for all of the South West brewers, so it gives a rare opportunity if like me you share
a passion for mild. Forge Brewery; Handsome 5.1% strong golden ale took first prize over all.
Tuckers Maltings is a fully functional malt house. Over the festival the beer is in the malt hall, a
low ceiling, and dimly lit room, converted into one huge long stilage. Outside is a large
marquee with lots of seating and tables. This is a great festival with lots of CAMRA branches
meeting up. We renewed acquaintance with some Cornish people whom we met in March,
plus it was a chance to meet and chat to south west brewers. The building is also home to the
Teignworthy Brewery and a fantastic bottled beer shop.

One thing that impressed me this year was, although | like the likes of Cotleigh, RCH, and
Skinners etc at the Maltings, | want to try the beers that | can’t usually get. So do lots of other
people it seems, as the smaller brewers sell out first .Fortunately this year there were duplicate
barrels of the lesser known beers. The Maltings festival takes place every April so see you
there next year.

In my job as an interior fitter sometimes | have to work away from home. After working longer
than usual hours, | always take time out to seek out the best pubs in the area. Between mid-
April and early May | was alternating from Peterborough to London and back again. Easter
week found me in Peterborough and, after visiting the Good Beer Guide listed pubs, my work
mate and | settled on what we thought were the best. Imagine my surprise when on the last
night of our 12 day stint we visited Charters, a converted Dutch barge moored on the
picturesque banks of the river Nene that was hosting a 30 beer festival. The boat is owned by
Oakham brewery with about 10 hand pumps in the lower bar and an excellent oriental
restaurant .Also outside is a kiosk style bar which had additional beers in it. As it was leading
up to the Royal Wedding there was the chance to sample some commemorative brews as well
as the local East Midland ones.

When | was in London | made a point of visiting the National CAMRA pub of the year; The

Harp, just around the corner from the National Gallery. This pub is hugely committed to real
ales. The bulkhead around the bar is an impressive display of the 100's of different beers and
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Searchmg for the perfect pint?

reat British
Beer Festival

2-6 August 2011 b,

Earis Court, London

BOOK NOW

ADVANCE TICKETS

Discounts for CAMRA members

0844 412 4640
www.gbbf org.uk

n Mmoesval -! e
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West Dorset Pub Guide

__

West Dorset Pub Guide

CAMPAIGN
FOR
REAL ALE

Third Edition — Reprinted with updates June 2011

-

i

Buy from local outlets RRP £3.99
or
by mail order from:
West Dorset CAMRA, 32 Mellstock Avenue, Dorchester DT1 2 BQ
Price £5 (inc. p&p) or £4 quoting CAMRA membership number

The Three Brewers - Lyme Regis Beer Festival

Three brewers walked into a bar and a Beer Festival was born. On 26 March Lyme Regis
played host to its first beer festival in generations. Mighty Hop Brewery and Town Mill Brewery
both based in Lyme Regis, together with North Chideock's Art Brew, combined forces to create
a festival held at The Marine Theatre.

The festival showcased some 20 craft brews from West Dorset's newest breweries. Everything
from classic traditional bitter styles to experimental ginger ales was on tap to tempt and
tantalise taste buds. Other attractions will included Papa Le Gal playing live music in the
evening and hot and cold food from local producers.

Thanks to organisers Mark Jenkin, Jon Hosking and John Whinnerah for a great opportunity to
enjoy excellent local beer, food and music in the stunning seaside setting of Lyme Regis. Roll
on next year's Three Brewers Festival.

CAMRA is The Campaign for Real Ale 7
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“Waiting for the Onslaught”
Heroic CAMRA volunteers prepare for
the rush of customers (Wykefest 2010)

We Must Order More Cider This Year!

Fededede e dedede dede e e e el dede e

Your local
Brewing Pub!

® Home of

the DTS

® Food served 7
da\js a week

» Evenks
throughout B4

Next Festival at the Royal Standard

Sausage & Cider Festival
August 26 — 29 (Bank Holiday weekend)
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Palmers’ Tally Ho! Strikes Gold

Tally Ho! is the toast of Palmers Brewery
after winning the old ale and strong mild
category of the Champion Winter Beer
of Britain for London and the South East
competition 2010/11. Tally Ho! now goes
forward to compete against eight other
regional finalists in the Champion Winter
Beer of Britain competition to be held at
CAMRA's national winter ales festival in

Manchester.

Rich Gabe, CAMRA's Brewery Liaison
Officer for Palmers Brewery, said: ‘The

beer won on its own merits in a blind
tasting by a panel of judges. It is highly
commendable, in this age of micro
breweries, that a traditional family run
brewery with a tied estate can win this
prestigious award.’

Palmers Head Brewer Darren Batten was
delighted to accept the award at his local
Palmers' pub, the Three Horseshoes in
Burton Bradstock, where he worked
behind the bar as a teenager before going
on to study biology and gain his Brewers’
Diploma. He said: ‘This is wonderful
news. A lot of breweries will brew beers
especially for festivals, but ours is a
commercial product that has to stay
consistent, so it's great that our traditional
beer has been recognised.’ Darren added:
‘Tally Ho! is probably our most famous
beer and has got a strong local following
and we're thrilled that it's getting
recognition from Real Ale aficionados
further afield.’

Hall & Woodhouse Win Silver

CHAMPION
BEER OF BRITAIN
A LONDON &
cu::;lcu SOUTH EAST
ReALALE | REGIONAL 2010/11

Hall & Woodhouse
Badger First |
Gold

b b awarded

Silver
Best Bitter Category

Campaign for Real Ale
Champion Beor of Beiraln
London & South East Regional /

Competition 2010411
B I

Many congratulations to Blandford brewer
Hall & Woodhouse, who have won the
Silver award for Badger First Gold in the
regional Best Bitter heats of CAMRA's
prestigious Champion Beer of Britain
Competition.

Since the huge super-region includes
London and the South East, a huge
triangle containing the capital city and the
entire South of England from Kent to
Dorset, this CBOB accolade has been
won against tremendous competition.

The certificate pictured opposite will be
presented by CAMRA's Brewery Liaison
Officer for Hall & Woodhouse Michel
Hooper-Immins at a special Badger beer
tasting event.
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Julia’s House

Visitors to Julia’s House Children's Hospice are often surprised to discover a bright, cheerful
and, yes, happy place — far from the sterile environment they might have imagined. Which is
why the charity is keen to promote its regular open days — the next is on Wednesday,
September 21 — to give the public a chance to see for themselves.

We once had a group of footballers, great supporters of Julia's House, coming for a tour. As
they waited outside at the start of the visit you could tell they were really nervous,” said Chief
Executive Martin Edwards. “They were scared of what to expect, yet within a few minutes of
being in and seeing what we are really about, they were kicking a football around with some of
the children.”

So what do people who have never visited a hospice think it is like? A mini hospital? An
institution? A sombre place of endless drear antiseptic-scented corridors?

From the outside Julia's House actually looks rather grand. Substantial. Imposing.

Inside tells a different story. There is a Jurassic Coast theme running throughout the building,
from the seascape artwork on the walls, to the New England-inspired colour palette and fossil
flooring, it's a welcome breath of fresh air. Stepping through the entrance, visitors are greeted
by picture displays crammed with smiling faces. Mums, dads, children - Families who came
here seeking help, but have found something far beyond just practical support.

Children can attend for day care, overnight or they can take advantage of the network of
community carers throughout the county who visit families at home. The service is worked
around individual needs. And what the parents most need is time. Time for themselves, for
their partners, for their other children. Caring for a seriously ill child is a 24-hour task and
anything that can stop the clock, even for a few precious hours, is a huge bonus.

A hospice might sound a bit like a day care off-shoot of a hospital, but children don't come here
for treatment. They primarily come here to play. None of the staff wear uniforms, none of the
rooms look remotely clinical and there is not one whiff of anything vaguely medicinal. The only
thing youngsters visiting Julia’s House are likely to get a big dose of is fun. To this end there is
a lounge with lots of toys and books, a playroom with splat mats and a fantastic sensory room
with stimulating interactive lights, textures and sounds.

Parents can also take advantage of overnight care. Upstairs, the building houses three bright
bedrooms with spectacular views over to Poole Park and the Purbecks. Equipped with all
manner of technical wizardry, they are still at heart, typical children’s bedrooms. “We choose all
the bed linen, books and toys to suit each visitor, to make each stay special to that particular
child,” said Martin. The bedrooms are also a great vantage point for enjoying the lovely garden
with its tree full of tiny bronze butterflies, fragile creatures that are a symbol of the children's
hospice movement.

Looking down at the branches, sprinkled with the little fluttering wings, you realise how very
lucky we are to have Julia’s House in Dorset. Its children may be faced with short lives, but
with the help of this loving, nurturing environment, they will be glorious and cherished ones.

To find out more about Julia’s House or to book a place at an Open Day, please call
01202 607400 or visit our website www.juliashouse.org.
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styles to have been sold here. However, if you want a permanent mini-festival, then pop over
to the Bree Louise near Euston station. There are usually 16 beers on served via hand pump
and gravity, plus about 10 ciders. On my visit 3 were mild's. The bar staff are extremely
knowledgeable of the products they sell, and if you're a CAMRA member your beer is a LOT
cheaper.

Back to Dorset and the Royal Standard in Upwey had a festival on. | was lucky enough to be
sent a couple of complimentary tickets, so off the family went for an early evening drink. The
festival was held in a small marquee on the pub's rear patio. The stilage looked somewhat
familiar. The beers were very local with a lot of support from Isle of Purbeck brewery. There IPA
was fantastic along with the Fossil Fuel. Also well represented were Dorset Piddle and Yeovil
Ales. The festival was run for a local charity and was extremely well supported. | also took the
chance to try a new beer from the in-house boutique brewery DT Royal - a dark old ale style.
I'd like to thank Phillip from the Standard and Mike from Isle of Purbeck for a really well run
community event.

In what seemed an eternity of bank holidays the Elm Tree at Langton Herring also utilised our
branch stilage to hold a mini festival over the Mayday bank holiday weekend. We opted to
have a walk in the country and visit the Elm Tree, which is a short distance off the Weymouth
to Portisham road. The Elm Tree is a delightful pub with a real vibe to it. We sat out in the
garden as my daughters wanted to listen to the girl singing before the ferret racing started! For
a small festival and a Saturday afternoon this event was extremely well supported. Once again
Dorset played a big part in the beers that were available. | had another cracking beer from the
Isle of Purbeck brewery followed by Adnams Broadside. Seems | haven't had it for a while.

Our Stilage is available to loan out to local pubs providing they can collect and return it, or
come to an arrangement with the person that retains and stores it. It will hold 54 barrels and is
easy to assemble and strip down .We also hold a good supply of chocks, taps and spouts. Its
next outing will be in Wyke Regis.

Subscribe to the Giant Dongle on line

The Giant Dongle has grown to a document size that | can no longer distribute by email.
Instead | will email subscribers a link our website when the Dongle is posted there. To use this
service send your email address to the giantdongle@hotmail.com. Your address will be used
for subscription only and not disclosed to any other party. You can unsubscribe at any time.

Help for Heroes Day at the Ferrybridge, Wyke Regis

A date for your diary - The Ferrybridge will be combining a fund raising event with a much
needed beach clean activity on 17 September. The event will feature a 5 band Music Festival
and Hog Roast. Visit www.ferrybridgeinn.co.uk for more details.

Ringwood Brewery Founder 90 Not Out

Congratulations to Peter Austin on his 90" birthday in July. Peter started Ringwood in 1979
and brewed excellent beers. As well as leading Ringwood from strength to strength, he acted
as a consultant to others wishing to start small breweries. Well Played Sir!

CAMRA is The Campaign for Real Ale 13
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Forty Minute Beer Fest

For this issue Forty Minute Beer Fest has gone “Out of Area” to the beautiful city of Bath,
which is on the Weymouth to Bristol rail line, so a day out there is easy to arrange.

Forty Minute Beer Fest Number 2: The Huntsman, 1 Terrace Walk, Bath

The Huntsman is less than a quarter mile from Bath Spa Station. It is a Marstons pub, so no
surprise to see beers from Jennings and Wychwood along with a Marstons “guest ale”. More of
a surprise the fourth beer available was the famed Abbey Ales Bell Ringer - “our best selling
ale” according to the barman.

My first beer was Marstons Dragon's Tale (4.5%) - a “special” created to celebrate St George's
day, described as malty and full bodied - I'd agree with that. Wychwood Hobgoblin (4.5%) is a
ruby bitter more widely available in bottled form (5.2%) - a blend of chocolate and crystal malts
plus hoppy bitterness. Jennings Stickle Pike (3.8%) is a complete contrast to the first two - a
refreshing light golden bitter, which cleared the palate in readiness for the Bell Ringer. All these
beers came in good condition and | scored them collectively at a 3 for the NBSS.

The pub is on 2 floors with pavement tables outside and a live music venue -The Den- in the
basement. The food, chosen from a wide menu of pub classics plus a few new ideas, was
excellent (better then expected at the price). Try the “Sally Lunn” bread and butter pudding
made with clotted cream. The Huntsman is also the starting point for “Bizarre Bath” - a 90
minute comedy walk, which operates each evening at 8pm.

Forty Minute Beer Fest Number 3: The Salamander, 3 John Street, Bath

The Salamander - a Bath Ales house - has long been my favourite pub in Bath. Located in a
narrow side street between Queen square and Milsom Street, it comprises a settle lined
downstairs bar and upstairs restaurant and claims to be “an oasis of quality beer and great
food" - | can not disagree.

On a sunny day | started quietly with Bath SPA (3.7%), a golden Special Pale Ale - dry, light
and crisp and followed up with it's big brother Golden Hare (4.4%) - a fresh tasting premium
light ale. Next came the amber Gem (4.1%) — hops, malt and a long bitter sweet finish. Finally
it was Barnstormer (4.5%) - a dark fruity bitter with a touch of chocolate, justifiably described
as “deeply satisfying". I'd score all these beers as good or very good, so collectively 3.5.

An alternative day out in Bath would be a city centre pub crawl based on an Abbey Ales
pocket guide. | picked mine up a couple of years ago in the Star. | can not find it on the website
- www.abbeyales.co.uk -at present, but you could request one using the contact tab or by
calling 01225 444437.

CAMRA MEMBERS
Please remember to submit your beer scores to assist CAMRA in
monitoring the quality of beer in our pubs. It also helps us to
choose pubs for inclusion in the Good Beer Guide. If you visit
the same pub more than once, please score each time as we
need to check for consistency of quality throughout the year.
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In Search of the Perfect Pint

The GBBF advert opposite asks “Searching for the Perfect Pint?

The guidance notes for CAMRA's Beer Scoring System indicate that the maximum score (5)
should rarely be given. Like Dudley Moore in “10"or the judges in gymnastics, skating, and the
much hyped “Strictly”, we may get close but almost never find perfection.

A certain Danish brew claims to be the best in the World “Probably”. | beg to differ and find
Czech and Polish beers considerably superior. No British lager producer risks making an
equivalent claim.

| do have memories of really special pints, my first ever Summer Lightning, Robinson's Old
Tom at the Great British Beer Festival, DBC Harbour Master on the quay on a sunny
Weymouth afternoon, an unfiltered ginger beer in a Krakow brew pub, a Dunkel Weissbeer in a
Bavarian garden, a Guinness (yes a Guinness) after the Dublin Marathon and more besides.

It seems that these “perfect pints” were made so by the occasion as much as by the beers in
question, good though they tasted. To misquote Lance Armstrong “It's not about the beer” -
well not completely anyway. Think about the sun sparkling off the Baltic, the Little Mermaid in
Copenhagen Harbour and maybe those Danes have got something — The Best Lager in the
World “Possibly”.

So keep searching and if you find a perfect 5 tell the Giant Dongle. We'd all like one.

Weymouth Judge in Sainsbury’s National Bottled beer
Competition

Weymouth journalist and long serving CAMRA member Michel Hooper-Immins was one of a
panel of regional judges invited by Sainsbury’s to Bristol for the Great British Beer Hunt. Four
regional panels each chose four bottled beers to go in 300 Sainsbury's stores from 7
September.

No Dorset bottled beers made the final 16, but the four chosen from Wales & West Country
entries were: Wye Not? from the Wye Valley brewery, Churchill Ale from Oxfordshire Ales,
Golden Seahawk from Cotleigh and Full Bore from Hunters brewery in Devon. Eventually, two
overall winners will win the prize of being stocked in all Sainsbury's stores for at least six
months.

"Having judged the Tesco national bottled beer awards in London for some years, | was
delighted to be invited to Bristol by Sainsbury’s," comments Michel Hooper-Immins. "It was
interesting to taste some of the 40 bottled ales in the competition, a fascinating combination of
styles and strengths. | was sorry to see no Dorset beers there, but | know Hall & Woodhouse
already sell a lot of their super beers through supermarkets. The Great British Beer Hunt was
to find ales which were not being sold in Sainsbury’s stores."

Gaggle of Geese, Buckland Newton — 11 September
Autumn Charity Poultry Auction, Farmers Market and Car Boot Sale — Not to be missed

CAMRA is The Campaign for Real Ale 11
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Branch diary

Business meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month at locations around the
branch area. All members are welcome to any of these meetings.

July \,{\g?hd p?n Dewlish. The Royal Oak + Others in Piddlehinton
A Wed 8 ;
ugust 10 ™ pm Waytown. The Hare & Hounds + Beaminster pubs

Wed

September 14" p?n Chickerell. Marquis of Granby + The Lugger

Branch contacts

Main contact: Tony Egerton tel. 01305 789906; email agegerton@aol.com

Social Events and Trips - contact: Rich Gabe tel. 01305, email
richard@rgabe.orangehome.co.uk

Contact details for other branch officials can be obtained from Tony or direct from
www.camrawdorset.org.uk

Editor's contact details: Kevin Launder, 33 Dowman Place, Weymouth DT4 9XR
i | il
Editor's note: Opinions expressed in the Giant Dongle are those of its contributors and do not
purport to be or necessarily conform to official CAMRA policy

Random Thoughts

As Editor of the Giant Dongle | take an interest in Newsletters published by other CAMRA
branches, looking for ideas, comparing content and styles, and generally assessing how we
stand up against the “competition”: “Pints West" from Bristol, East Dorset’s “ED’s Pint” and
Somerset's “Pints of View".

To my mind the “Gold Standard” is Cornwall CAMRA's “One & Ale" (Cornwall's motto being
"One & All"): 24 pages of glossy full colour A4, well supported by advertisers. So it was a
shock, looking at the Autumn/Winter 2010 issue recently, to discover that it was printed in
Leeds by Thistle Print. It strikes me that, if at some future date Coors switch production of
Doom Bar from Rock to Burton, our Cornish friends won't be in a position to complain.

The Giant Dongle is a more modest effort, but at least it is printed locally in Dorset, by
Sherrens of Weymouth in fact.

Whhkh

A headline from a Californian newspaper picked up by BBC Radio 4"s News Quiz:
“Strip Search Reveals Crack Between Buttocks” - only in America.
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Cheers for Chiswell
It seems that at some time in the future | may have to find a new local. lichester Estates, the
owners of the Ferrybridge in Wyke Regis, have unveiled plans for closure and demolition of
the pub to be followed by redevelopment of the site into a restaurant, flats and housing. This
will be a “landmark” development, very likely visible from space from the images seen; think
Stalinist retro with a lego fagade - less Weybiza, more Feridorm,

There is opposition to this development (www.stoptheferrybridgeinndevelopment.co.uk) and
the pub will continue to trade for the foreseeable future, but, given the condition of the existing
building, it seems highly likely that the scheme will go ahead at some point.

Fortunately one bus stop away on Portland lies Chiswell with a choice of 3 pubs. Right beside
the bus stop in Victoria Square is the recently reopened Royal Victoria Lodge (sometime the
Masons & Mariners, but closed and near derelict for a considerable period). Following an
internal refurbishment the Lodge is bright, white and shiny — a shade too clinical for my taste.
But the beer is good — DBC Jurassic and Sharps Doombar when | called.

A couple of hundred yards away, set above Chesil Cove, is the Covehouse. Due to its
waterfront location the Covehouse is largely a quality food oriented tourist pub, but the
management values the local trade as well. Beers available were Adnams Broadside,
Ringwood Best and Sharps Doombar, an excellent selection.

Back to Victoria Square and the welcoming, newly repainted Little Ship, which serves London
Pride and a good range of home made. On my most recent visit the London Pride had
temporarily been replaced by DBC Jurassic.

I'll miss the Ferrybridge, if it goes, but life will go on — “Cheers for Chiswell"

Bridport Food and Drink Festival, by Rich Gabe.

Over what seemed like one of the wettest weekends in June a great food and drink festival
took place on the 17th and 18th of the month in Askers Meadows; Bridport. In spite of the
frequent heavy downpours several thousand people attended the event to taste and buy local
craft produce and sample some great West Country real ales and ciders. This event is a real
family friendly environment with lots of things to do to occupy the little ones; some free of
charge.

A fairly large group of West Dorset CAMRA members and families randomly met in the beer
tent for a get together. The beer tent is run by Bridport Round Table with the beer being
sourced by Tabler and Palmers brewery head brewer Darren Batten. Several local breweries
were represented including Art, DBC, Dorset Piddle, Purbeck and Town Mill. Complementing
these were firm favourite breweries like Cotleigh, Exe Valley, Moor, Summerskills and R.C.H
to name but a few. A large selection of ciders was also available.

The great thing about beer festivals is everybody has different beer preferences and you get
the chance to try something different. Even though | love milds and dark ales today'’s top three
beers for me were all pale citrus crisp ones. They were Butcombe- Mendip Spring 4%,
Cotleigh- Commando 4% and Forge Brewery- Litehouse at 4.3%. (Must be my secret lager
craving manifesting!!). This is an annual event and has good bus connections from Weymouth
and Dorchester. If you've yet to make the Bridport Food and Drink Festival put it in your diary
for next year.
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